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I.—Fore1an Potitics. 


The Hablul Mateen of the 12th September is sorry that an independent 

. Muhammadan kingdom like the Soudan has been 

oe of the Soudan by conquered by England. Although it is said that 

ances the Soudan will form a part of the Egyptian king- 

dom, which is governed by a Muhammadan ruler, it is not likely that England 

will, eve n when she may have to evacuate Egypt, make the Soudan over to 

the Khedive, for it has been conquered at the expense of England. The writer 

is sorry not because the Mahdists have been deieated, but because countless 
Musalmans lost their lives simply for want of assistance from outside. 


II,.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


2. Referring to a dacoity at Mahadevnagar, near Maheshtala, in the 
_ 24-Parganas district, in which the owner of the 
Dacoity in the 24-Parganas dis- hoyge was assaulted with sticks and robbed of jewels 
wees. and cash to the value of three or four thousand 
rupees, a correspondent writes as follows in the Samay of the 9th September :— 
Four persons have been arrested in this connection, two of whom are 
Peshwaris, living in the neighbourhood with their families, who have been 
identified by all the members of the robbed family. Dacoities have become 
very common in these parts, but no clue has yet been found to the identity 
of the dacoits. An able detective should be employed to catch the gang. 
It may be expected that with the arrival of an able, energetic and experienced 
police officer, the dacoits will disappear. 


(b)— Working of the Couris. 


3. <A correspondent thus contradicts, in the Charu Mihir of the 5th Sep- 
: _,. tember, the charges brought against the first 
seu " Munsif of Bajitpur, in the Mymensingh district, by 
another correspondent of the same paper in its 
issue of the 18th July (vide Report on Native Papers for week ending 30th 
July 1898, paragraph 8):— 
(1). Samsuddin, who was appointed first a temporary apprentice and then 
a permanent apprentice under the orders of the District Judge, has not yet got 
any temporary appointment. In May last, when there was a vacancy in his 
Court, the first Munsif appointed an apprentice of the second Court and not 
Samsuddin. | 
(2). The first Munsif has no house property in Bajitpur. He lives in a 
rented house. He had no connection with the removal of the Additional 
Munsif’s Court, which was effected at the earnest request of the Bar on account 
of the excessive heat in the tin-shed. 

__ (3). The pay bill of the amla is sent to the Kisorganj sub-treasury along 
with that of the first Munsif, but, as the sub-treacury is not opened every day, 
it occasionally happens that the first Munsif and the am/a do not receive their 
pay before the 5th or 6th day of the following month. The bill of the extra 
copyists has to be passed by the District Judge and countersigned by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate before it can be cashed. So, a little delay in the payment of 
these copyists is unavoidable. As the bills are prepared by the amla and not 
by the Munsif, if there is any delay, it is owing to the amia, 

(4). Complaints have not been heard against the first Munsif during the 
three or four years he has been in Bajitpur. 


4. The Hitavadi of the 9th September thus comments on the decision of 

i _. the Calcutta High Court in the Salimar murder case, 

wea eee or Rg referred to it by the Sessions Judge of 
ooghly :— | ; 

_ We have not been satisfied with the decision of the Calcutta High Court in 
this case. Let us say why. There was a good deal of confusion in the identi- 
fication of the accused. The incident took place at 3 in the evening and the 
accused were arrested two or three hours after. Those who killed the European 
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ere illiterate coolies, and it is not likely that they came back to office 
ail. If the accused in the case had — been the murderers, the ‘eeu 
not have come back to office to fall into the hands of the police. Coolies and 
bhujawalas are not men who are likely to keep their minds calm after commit- 
ting a murder. We do not, therefore, see any reason to reject the verdict of 
the jury who, being natives of the country, were intimately acquuinted with 
the native mind. 

Mr. Justice Amir Ali, in delivering his judgment in the case, did not 
hesitate to animadvert upon jury trial in India. He is one of those who 
supported Sir Charles Elliott’s Jury Notification, and his opinion in the present 
case does not strike us as at all strange. The jury could not declare the 
accused guilty on the evidence produced, and we agree with them. The identi- 
fication of the accused was far from satisfactory, and there were discrepancies 
in the depositions of the witnesses. One must be a bold man to be convinced of 
the guilt of an accused person on such defective evidence. No conscientious 
jury could convict the accused on such evidence. : 

One word more. The jury in the case under notice would have deserved 
strong censure if they had wilfully declared the accused guilty in spite of 
evidence to the contrary. Mr. Justice Amir Ali was at liberty to censure them, 
but is it wisdom to denounce jury trial on the strength of a single instance of 
jury perversity ? When we have Judges like Mr. Justice Amir Ali, we cannot 

elp coming across such decisions as the one under notice. 

5. The same paper has the following about Maulvi Fazlul Karim :— 

Having kept quiet for a few days, Maulvi Fazlul 
Karim is himself again. He is ill-treating the 
mukhtars of the criminal courts on the suspicion that it is they who took 
a leading part in memorialising against him. He has begun addressing the 
mukhtars discourteously and treating them contemptuously. Here ig an 
instance of his shameful conduct towards the mukhtars. On the 29th August 
last, Babu Harakanta Mukharji, a mukhtar, acting under a proper mukhtarnama, 
asked a deponent—‘‘ What else has he done to you.” Upon this the Deput 
Magistrate flew into a rage and addressed the mukhtar as follows:—“Who is 
this mukhtar? Whatis your name? What right have you to interfere in the 
deposition of a witness? The mukhtar has the right to defend the accused, 
and he has no right to do anything else than this. The Court and the Court 
alone has the right to examine the complainant. Take care. I make a note 
of your name. If | find you doing any such thing again, I shall suspend you 
and report against you to the Magistrate.” The Deputy Magistrate at once 
ordered the making of a rote-book and said that he would henceforward deal 
very hard with the mukhtars. 


The Deputy Magistrate is in the habit of trying almost all cases summarily 


Maulvi Fazlul Karim. 


for his own convenience. ‘The trial of a case in this fashion does not take up - 


more than ten or fifteen minutes. He generally puts leading questions to the 
witnesses and does not allow them to be cross-examined, and delivers his 
judgment without hearing the pleadings of the parties, In summary cases, 
the Deputy Magistrate does not take notes of anything but the names of 
witnesses. Lately, the District Judge of Dacca was moved against the Maulvi’s 
decision ina summary case. The Judge plainly said that the Deputy Magis- 
trate’s strange proceedings in summary trials were very likely to prejudice 
the accused. 

The Maulvi has been empowered to hear appeals against the decisions of 
second class Deputy Magistrates. Kecently, in two or three such appeals, the 
Maulvi delivered in Court judgments prepared at home before the hearing of 
the pleadings of the parties. In the judgments, however, the Magistrate wrote:— 
“{ have carefully gone through the records and heard the agents of the 
parties, &c.” On the 20th August last, in the appeal of Bipin Chandra Sen, 
Appellant versus Syama Bewa, Respondent, the Deputy Magistrate upheld the 
decision of the lower court without hearing the appellant. In this appeal also 
the Magistrate wrote :—‘‘ I have gone through the records and heard the agents, 
parties, &c.” As soon ag this iudemens was delivered, Babu Yasoda Kumar Ban- 
nerji, mukhtar for the appellant, pressed the Magistrate to hear him and he 
was heard after the judgment was delivered. At this the whole Court laughed. 
The same day the Maulvi was going to deliver judgment in an appeal without 
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hearing the appellant, but was, at the request of the mukhtar for the appellant, - 


‘nduced to hear him. Will the Government make an enquiry into the Maulvi 
Sahib’s conduct ? | ee | | 
6, The Pratikar of the 9th September speaks highly of Mr. Egerton, 
; the District Magistrate of Murshidabad. Mr. Eger- 
as a Magistrate of ton is fond of touring in the interior of the district 
——" in order to see for himself whether the people are 
oppressed by the police or the zamindars, whether the cro =o are good, 
and whether the roads and bridges are properly looked after. uring his last 
tour he fell ill; and, though he has just recovered, he is contemplating a river 
tour to see if the heavy rains have damaged the crops and if the khas mahals 
are in a flourishing condition. 
7. The Sanjay of the 9th September complains of the way in which Babu 
Jogendra Nath Vidyabhusan, Deputy Magistrate 
A complaint against a Deputy in charge of the Faridpur Treasury, takes advan- 
— gen tage of his official position to raise subscriptions 
in aid of the local Middle-English school from the people who have to come 
to the treasury on business. If the Deputy Magistrate is so very enthusiastic 
in the cause of the school, he may ask people to subscribe as a private indi- 
vidual and not in his official capacity. Those who have business to transact 
at the treasury cannot do without him, for his signature as Treasury Officer 
is necessary in every case. So, out of regard, fear or shame, they cannot help 
paying this forced contribution. It is hoped that the Deputy Magistrate will 
not again speak to anybody about subscriptions in his office. 


(d,—LEducation. 


8. A correspondent of the Hducation Gazette of the 9th September draws 
The time for the Lover Petaae Somaeaee to the hardship and inconvenience which 
Schaleuhin Reculaaiion, Y the boys of the Lower Primary schools aud of the 
Lower Primary classes in the Upper Primary and 
Middle schools now suffer in consequence of Lower Primary Examination being 
held a month or so later than the Upper Primary Examination. According to 
the existing rule, boys of the 8rd class in Upper Primary schools must pass the 
Lower Primary Examination, before they can appear at the Upper Primary 
Examination. It is now also the practice among the boys of the Middle schools 
to pass the Lower Primary Examination from the 5th class, and the Upper 
Primary Examination from the 8rd class. But, as in the Upper Primary and 
Middle schools, the session commences immediately after the Upper Primary 
and Middle Scholarship examinations, which take place at one and the same 
time, namely, some time in September or October, boys promoted from the 
3rd class in Upper Primary schools and from the 5th class in Middle schools 
have not only to read their new books, but also their old books in order to 
prepare for the Lower Primary Examination, which takes place a month or s0 
after their promotion. ‘This anomaly can be removed by holding the 
Primary and Middle Sholarship examinations simultaneously and immediately 
before the Puja vacation. It is hoped that the Director of Public Instruction 
will take this matter into his Padhoe sing 
9. Another correspondent of the same paper does not see with what object 


i the book, ‘ Padurtha Vidya” has been included in 
MF is gue Selenee in the Middle 44, Middl Scholarship Course, Science is undoubt- 
edly a good thing, and its teaching very necessary 
in schools. But is it possible for boys of ten to fourteen, reading in the first class 
of Middle schools, to learn even the elementary principles of Physical Science 
without the aid of any spparatusand with the help of teachers, whose own educa- 
tion does not extend beyord the Entrance standard, and whose knowledge o¢ 
Science is limited to Huxley’s Science Primer and Geikie’s Physical Geography ? 


It is true that the book “ Padartha Vidya” being written in Bengali, its language | 


is clear to the boys who have to read it. But the book is certainly intended not 
to be read as a text-book in literature, but as a book of Science, from which 
physical principles sare to be learnt or mastered. The book, for example, 
explains the construction and use of air-pumps and hydraulic presses. Can any- 
body believe that a village boy of 11 or 12 will understand these things without 
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actually seeing them, and when their teacher himself never read of those things 
in his Science Primer? rian 
If Physical Science is to be properly taught in the Middle schools, the head 


masters of those schools should be men who have passed, at least, the First Arts 


Examination, and all Middle schools should be supplied with the apparatus 
required in teaching Physical Science. It is for the educational authorities to 
consider whether the funds of the Middle schools will allow each such school to 
maintain a small laboratory of Scientific instruments. As Science is now taught 
in those schools, it serves no other purpose than an exercise of the faculty of 


memory, @ faculty which can be better exercised by students committing to 
memory & good book in literature from beginning to end. A better and less 


expensive method of teaching Science in the Middle schools would be to teach 


it, not by means of books like the “ Padartha Vidya,” but through the medium of 


easy books in Bengali, similar to Huxley’s Science Primer and Geikie’s Physical 
Geography, which treat of very few scieutific instruments. If such books are 
not in existence, Government can easily have them compiled. 


But the best way to teach elementary Science in the Middle schools, most. 


of which are situated in the villages, would be to substitute elementary Botany 
for Physical Science in the Middle Scholarship Course. The only instruments 
which would be required to teach that subject thoroughly would be a knife and 
a lens. A close and minute study of flowers, &c., will enable boys to acquire 
a decided scientific instinct, : 
10. The Mitavadi of the 9th September continues its remarks on the pro- 
oe See posed curtailment of educational grants in the 
Education in danger in Chitta- Chittagong district :— 
_— The Chittagong people do not enjoy the privi- 
lege of electing members for their District Board. ‘They have been denied this 
privilege on the ground that their district is backward in education and civili- 
sation. Itisa pity that the authorities did not take this circumstance into 
their consideration, when they proposed to curtail educational grants in Chitta- 
gong. ‘They have unhesitatingly proposed to put a stop to the education of 
thousands of boys and girls, and to deprive no less than two hundred teachers 


of their only means of livelihood. 


On the Ist April 1887 the Board was entrusted with the education of 
the people of the district, and the Government fixed Rs. 5,408 as the amount 
to be annually spent by it on secondary education. But the Commissioner has 
curtailed the expenditure on Middle-English education by two-thirds, and that 
on Middle-Vernacular education by one-half. Not only is this arrangement to 
hold good for the remaining period of the current year, but the Commissioner 
has recommended that the grant to Middle-English schools should be ey 0 
stopped next year, and the grant of Rs, 2,812 to Middle-Vernacular schools 
‘‘might well be further reduced in future.”” Of the four model schools in the 
district, only two or three are expected to live up to the end of the current year. 
Next year all of them are most likely to close for good. 


The Commissioner has reduced the reward grant to the primary schools by 
Rs. 3,500. The Board, however, ought to spend on primary education more 
than it has so long been spending. In its quinquennial report on education, the 
Government ‘‘is painfully conscious of the inadequacy of the present expen- 
diture under this head, and trusts that it will be found possible, when the 
finances improve, to devote more money to it.” 


The Commissioner is decidedly against secondary education. We do not 
understand why he is so much opposed to retaining English teachers in the 
model schools. It is a regret that the Board is already preparing itself to 
dismiss the English teachers of the model schools and reduce the salaries of 
the lower teachers. The District Magistrate of Chittagong should prevent the 


Board from taking steps in this direction before the question is finally settled 
by the Government. 


In the opinion of the Commissioner, the Board should spend only Rs. 13,149 
on primary education. The Government, however, has fixed the Board's 
expenditure on this head at a tenth part of its income. The Board’s income this 
year amounts to Rs, 1,52,285, and, taking the proportion fixed by the Govern- 
ment, the Board ought to spend Rs, 15,228-8 on primary education. The 
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‘ssioner has committed a mistake by not including the Rs, 20,825, referred 
Lin Goversaunel Resolution No. 306T.M., dated the 28th June 1894. 

The best thing to recoup the loss suffered by the Board on account of the 
flood and cyclone would have been to curtail expenditure in all departments. 
If it were at all necessary to curtail educational expenditure, the authorities 
might amalgamate the lower schools with the higher, such as the Minor schools 
with the Entrance schools and the Middle-Vernacular schools with the Minor 
schools. ; 

As for the curtailment of grants to the girls’ schools, the Deputy Inspector 
of Schools plainly gives out that it will lead to the abolition of 17 out of the 37 
girls’ schools, and that the giving of prizes to girls will have to be discontinued. 
This will be quite opposed to the Government’s policy with regard to female 
education, as disclosed in the following :-— 


‘In his celebrated Educational Despatch of 19th July 1854, Sir Charles 
Wood recognised the responsibility of the Government of India as regards 
female education, affirming that the importance of the question could not be 
overrated, and that through the education of women a far greater propor- 
tional impulse is imparted to the educational and moral tone of the people 
than by the education of men. He heartily concurred in the declaration of the 
Governor-General in Council that the Government ought to give to native female 
education its frank and cordial support. This view was powerfully urged by 
the Education Commission of 1882, and it again Mot 3 the endorsement of 
the Government of India and of the Secretary of State.” 


We understand that the schools in Chittagong are in a critical condition. 
The grant sanctioned hes already been spent, and it is not known how they 
will maintain themselves during the remaining portion of the year. 

11. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 9th September contains the following 


4 rn eae petition from the students of the Arabic Depart- 
C stu- : 
Pa 84 ye Rona se eng ment of the Calcutta Madrassa :— 


To 
His Honour Sir Jonn Woopscry, 
Lneutenant- Governor of Bengal, 


May IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR, 


When on the 14th July last Your Honour was pleased to pay a visit to the 
Calcutta Madrassa, Your Honour was kind enough to enquire of Shams-ul- 
Ulama Maulvi Ahmed, Superintendent of the Arabic Department, how the 
boys who come successfully out of that department earn their livelihood.. The 
Shams-ul-Ulama in reply informed Your Honour of the hardships those boys 
have to suffer in the world, and Your Honour, sympathising with the boys, pro- 
mised to take their case into your special consideration. This assurance has 
filled the minds of the despairing Arabic students with the highest expecta- 
tions, and their gratitude to Your Honour is so deep that they do not find words 
to express it. 

From three-fourths to seven-eighths of the students of the Arabic Depart- 
ment in every Madrassa live by begging while prosecuting their studies. A 
boy comes from home with the small sum of Rs. 25 to Ks. 30 collected by 
begging, and on arriving at a town in which there is a Madrassa, finds out 
somebody with whom he can lodge and board, free of cost, meeting his other 
expenses from his small capital. When that is exhausted, he begs from door 
to door in his native village during the sacred Ramzan festival. When at last 
alter going through all these hardships the Arabic students finish their study 
and pass the final examinatiun, they go back to their native village with no 
prospect before them but that of eking out a miserable existence by begging. 
They cannot find employment in a Government office on even such a pittance 


as Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 amonth, The following are the only sources from which 
they derive their precarious income :— 


(1) small gifts for saying prayers over dead bodies about to be interred ; 


(2) small gifts distributed at religious ceremonies held for the spiritual 
welfare of any dead person; 
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(3) small fees collected once in 4 year from the boys who attend the 
pathsala which a Maulvi keeps for teaching Persian and Arabic; and 
(4) Regular door-to-door begging. 


But the last source of income completely fails in a year of scarcity, 
Muhammad Manirajjaman, one of the memorialists, went home to Chittagong 
in February last, when he met with Maulvi Abdul Hakim, a passed student of 
the Calcutta and Hooghly Madrassa, who had for eight or ten years been 
employed as a tutor in the house of Chaudhuri Abdul Jubbar of Kesna on a 
salary of Rs. 5 a month, but was out of employ since the late Chittagong 
cyclone. He was living by actually begging from door tb door. Besides 
himself, be had his wife and two or three children to maintain. He and his 
wife often starved for two or three days together in order to feed their children 
with what was obtained by begging. His wife died and he was placed in 

eater difficulties with his little children. One day the memorialist met him 
in the house of Chaudhuri Nadirajjam an whither he had come to beg. He wept 
and told the memorialist that he (Maulvi Abdul Hakim) had lost even his house 
in the late cyclone and was now living in a hovel made of plantain and betel- 
nut leaves, and was starving with his children for the last three days. Another 
man, Maulvi Abdulla, who is a neighbour of the memorialist, is also in the 
utmost distress. He with his old mother get a meal after every two or three 
days. He tried to pawn his = household furniture, worth about Rs, 25 or 
Rs. 30, but failed to get even five rupees on that security. These are only two 
among hundreds of Maulvis, who unable to earn their livelihood, end their 
lives in extreme misery. Your Honour, who, is a generous ruler and is always 
anxious to please your subjects and do them good, is, therefore, earnestly 
requested to lay the Arabic students of the Madrassas under a deep debt of 
gratitude by finding out for them some useful career in the world. 

The other Moslem papers published in Calcutta are requested to place the 
above memorial before the Government in Urdu and English, and the Central 
Muhammadan National Association is requested to give it their support. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


12. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 6th September has the following :— 


We do not believe that the educated Indians 
are really unfit for the management of Municipal- 
ities ef District’ Boards without the help of the 
officers of Government. Our educated countrymen form the majority of the 
members of Municipalities and District Boards, and they certainly try to 
do their work with credit. Government, however, does not seem to be satisfied 
with their work, and certain high officers have been heard to express the 
opinion that Local Self-Government should be abolished. This is not a pure 
rumour. The Calcutta Municipal Bill has convinced us that Government does 
not like the idea of natives being invested with the power of self-govern- 
ment. To what may this attitude of Government be due? Government 
either thinks that, however well-educated natives may be, they are quite 
unfit for self-government or is trying to find pretexts for resuming the right 
of self-government which it was foolish enough to confer on them. 


Government is aware that the Indians are b 


y no means unfit for the 
little work they are allowed todo. But it has still made such rules and given 


its officers such control over municipal and District Board officers that it can, 
at its pleasure, divest natives of all powers as unfit to wield them. It is this 
which makes us think that the real wish of Government is to abolish local 


The Government’s attitude 
towards Local Self-Government. 


self-government, Let the Government say so freely and openly. It may not 


be Western policy to be frank, but there can be no harm in being frank with 
the Indians The repeal of a law in a free country in which the rulers and 
the ruled profess the same religion may be attended with disturbances; but no 
disturbance is possible in India It is only if the religion of the Indians is 
attacked that ey may break out in riots, but not otherwise. A few protest 
meetings may be held or a few articles may appear in some of the newspapers 
adversely criticising the repeal of a law; but nothing more serious uee 


apprehended. If, therefore, the Government is willing to abolish self-govern- 
ment, it would be best for it to say so plainly, 
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13. The Bankura 


A ferry in the Bankura dis- +14 Damodar river at Rangameté. 


better arrangements for the ferry across 
Though three 
boats are sanctioned for this ferry, only two are 
generally used, causing great inconvenience to: the people of Sonamukhi and 


the neighbouring villages. 

14, The Bangavast of the i0th September objects to the cremation of 
a European lady at the Nimtala burning ghait— 
an event which lately took place. Will a Hindu 
| be allowed to be buried in a Christian or Musal- 
man burial ground? A Hindu cannot, of course, be buried, and this question 
ig asked only in the way of an argument. Hindu society is now without a 
leader, and this is why it has to submit to such acts of high-handedness. 


making 


trict. 


he cremation of a European 
m at the Nimtala burning gh&t. 


(g}—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


15, A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 10th September enquires why 
ae nothing has yet been done to erect a bandh across 
A bandh at Jalpaiguri. 
stands, as recommended by the District Engineer and a Municipal Commis- 
sioner of Jalpaiguri, to whom the matter was referred. There was a bandh at 
this spot before, which helped the pe bem to irrigate their fields; but it was 
cut because the Paharpur road was submerged in the accumulated water. All 
the water in the field is now drained off by the Dhardhara, and nothing is 
left for irrigation purposes. Unless a dandhis erected there will remain no 
chance of a good harvest. — 


(h)— General. 


16. The General and Gauhari Asfi of the 7th September says that the 
dead bodies of native patients in Government hos- 
pitals in Bengal are very badly treated and kept 
in the dead-house in an uncovered state. It is to 
be wondered how the Government could allow such a treatment of dead 
bodies when it does not allow the sale of obscene books and pictures, An 
order should be passed prohibiting the practice. Some arrangement should 
also be made for performing the funeral ceremonies of such patients as have 
no relatives to claim their dead bodies, in accordance with the customs of 
the religion to which they belonged. 

17. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 8th September says that the 
Musalmans had petitioned the Punjab Government 
to take measures for the suppression of the books 
Ummahat-i-Muminin which blasphemed the Pro- 
phet Muhammad in the most shamelessmanner. Perhaps the Punjab Govern- 
ment did not deal with that petition, because the book was published before the 
passing of the sedition law. Now that the pamphlet is passing through a 
second edition, it is hoped that the Government will treat its author as the 
sedition law provides that he should be treated. 


18. The Hitavadi of the 9th September complains that one Vishnudatta 

Linkh do oO Brahmachari has died of bronchitis in the Chausa 

camp. ausa pisgwe ~plague camp. The authorities are requested to 

enquire into the circumstances connected with his 

death. It is to be hoped that his illness was not due to exposure and the 
dampness of the hut in which he was lodged. 


19. A correspondent urges in the Samay of the 9th September the 
necessity of opening a sub-registry office at 
Budge-Budge, in the 24-Parganas district. Budge: 
Budge and the surrounding villages have a large 
number of respectable inhabitants, who have to walk along a rough and diffi- 
cult road to Bishnupur for the registration of deeds and documents. If a 
registry office is opened at Budge-Budge, the number of deeds requiring 
registration is expected to increase. 
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20. Referring to the statement in the Punjab Times that the Comptroller 
| of Military Accounts at Lahore has received an 
Exclusion of natives from high  4yocutive order to the effect that natives and 
— Eurasians should not be appointed to posts carry- 
ing a monthly salary of Rs. 109 or u wards, the Sanjivani of the 10th September 
says that such unjust favour should not be shown to Europeans. Where will 
Indians find shelter, if they are not to have high posts in their own country, 
and if they are to be driven out of the Colonies like so many jackals and dogs? 
21. The same paper has the following :— 
There is a rumour that during his visit to 
Sir ae oodburn’s sympathy Qpomilla Sir John Woodburn told the Settlement 
ei ci Officer there to exercise his judgment and to be 
careful and considerate in enhancing the rent of the poverty-stricken raiyats, 
It was hoped that the Khas Mahal tenants would fare better than the tenants 
of zamindars; but this has not been, because of the desire of the officers to win 
the approbation of Government and secure promotion by enhancing the rents 
of the former. We are glad to hear that the Lieutenant-Governor has ex- 
pressed his sympathy with the raiyats in their distress; but the rumour needs 
confirmation. 
22. Referring to the release of Mr. Tilak, the same paper writes as 


7 follows :— 
Top wanes Oe. SOME It would perhaps have been better if this favour 


had not been shown. To how many was Mr. Tilak known before lis trial] and . 


imprisonment? His name was known to but a few outside the Bombay Pregi- 
dency. But to-day he is known to all. Government has made him famous by 
prosecuting bim for sedition and sending him to jail. The public have come to 
love Mr. ‘lilak for his firmness under difficulties. Though Government has 
shown him favour by releasing him before the expiration of his term of im- 
prisonment, the people cannot yet sincerely thank the Government for it. In 

oing to supress sedition Government has only made the seditionist popular, 
What should we do? Should we blame this policy or praise it? Many people 
will say that there is no harm in undergoing one year’s imprisonment, if by 
doing so one can secure the love and esteem of his jcountrymen. We request 
the Government to reflect whether it acted wisely in bringing a charge of 
sedition against Mr. Tilak. 

23. A correspondent complains in the same paper that, though Chapai, 

an 2 i oe Mohanpur, Merenga, Sundirbandh, Barpara, Out- 
some places in the Mymensingh para, Mushuli and other villages in the Mymen- 
district. singh district are within five’ or six miles of the 
Kisorganj subdivisional head-quarters they have, since the creation of the 
district, formed a part of the sadar subdivision. The villagers have now to 
travel 30 or 32 miles to the sadar for their criminal cases, 20 miles to Iswargan) 
for their civil suits, and 8 or 9 miles to Nandail for the registration of 
their deeds. If, however, the villages are transferred to the jurisdiction of 
Kisorganj, as other villages in the neighbourhood are, the villagers will be 
expected to derive great benefit from the change, for they will be able to return 
home every day after transacting their business at Kisorgan). 

24. The same paper  sresnepam the following letter from Nowgong m 

ssam :— 
On the night of the 23rd August last four or five 
hundred coolies in a body left a garden under the management of Mr. Lyall, 
Manager of the Rangamati garden and came to Nowgong to lay their grievan- 
ces before the Deputy Commissioner. They were a lean and emaciated lot, 
ill and weak, and scarcely able to stand or bear the burden of their children. 
Their complaints were— 


(1) that they did not receive adequate, and in many cases, any salary 
whatever ; 
i that they were made to labour hard, even in sickness ; 
8) that, though the price of good rice was deducted from their pay, they 
were supplied with rice of a kind which was quite unfit for human consumption. 
Thus, after paying for their rice, they had not enough to feed their children. 


They brought samples of this rice for the inspection of the Deputy Commis 
sioner. 


A cooly story. 
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That night they stopped in two open huts in the bazar. Next mornin 
the Deputy Commissioner came to the spot with two or three municipa 
constables and tried to induce them to return to the garden. They, however, 
continued telling their tale of suffering till the Deputy Commissioner actually 
threatened them. They then left Nowgong, mortified and crying, escorted 
by a posse of constables. But so excited and maddened had they become, that 
they doggedly refused to return to the garden. That day they halted at a 

lace two or three miles from Nowgong, and on the next proceeded towards 
Gauhati to inform the Judge of their grievances. When this news reached 
Nowgong, @ detachment of the armed police was sent after them, with the 
Deputy Commissioner and the District Superintendent of Police closely follow- 
ing. Anyhow the coolies reached Gauhati. 

Whether there is any truth in the story of the coolies or not, the attention 
of the authorities should be drawn to their complaints, 

The editor requests Mr. Cotton to enquire into the truth or otherwise of 
the story. 

25. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 10th September writes that 

one Vishnudatta Brahmachari, a sadhu, has died 
A death in the Chausa plague in the Chausa plague camp, where he had been 
eid detained. The deceased started for Benares by 
the Bombay mail of the 28th August. Several days passed, but he was not 
heard of, A telegram was despatched to Benares, and the reply came that 
the Brahmachari had not gone there. This reply caused no little anxiety, and. 
the Chausa plague camp authorities were communicated with. They replied 
that the sadhu had died there of pneumonia. This is certainly to be regretted. 
Why was the deceased detained at the Chausa camp? Was he properly 
housed and properly treated? Did he tell anybody anything before he 
died? Has he left any letters? What has been done with his luggage? 
It is quite probable that he became weak on account of the tiresome railway 
journey, that he was detained at Chausa on suspicion, that he caught cold in 
the damp hut in which he was placed, and that that cold proved fatal. It is 
hard to say whether this surmise is correct or not, but it will be a great 
scandal if it is proved that such a valuable life has been lost through the 
neglect or remissness of the plague authorities at Chausa. 


III.—LEGISLATIVE, 


26. The Basumati of the 8th September has the following on the Town 
7 _ Hall meeting to protest against the Calcutta Muni- 
Pe eta a eres syne cinal Bill:— 

nn nee eee About 4,000 residents of Calcutta assembled 
at the Town Hall to protest against the Calcutta Municipal Bill. The 
European community were conspicuous by their absence, there being present 
at the meeting three solitary Christian Missionaries. It is easy to understand 
why the Europeans did not join the meeting. The sections of the Bill to 
which objection has been made by the Native community will not touch the 
European residents of Calcutta. ‘lhey have no houses of their own in Calcutta, 
and they have nothing to fear from the building regulations. The European 
quarter will never have to complain of insufficiency of water-supply, however 
strict the regulations regarding it may be. They, moreover, have no ceremonies 
to perform, which require a large expenditure of water. As for the regulations 
regarding the disposal of the dead, they will not affect the European com- 
munity. Neither the municipal doctor, nor the municipal registrar, nor the 
Chairman will stand in their way. They do not also consider it a religious 
duty to dispose of a dead body within a prescribed time. Delay in the burial 

of the dead will not inconvenience them in an way. 

_ Those who held the protest meeting laid stress upon one and only one 
point, They repeatedly said that the Municipal Bill would lay the axe at the 
root of local self-government. It isa pity that they did not try to point out 
how the Bill will make every poor ae fsed suffer, what hardship and in- 
convenience it will cause to every poor Hindu and Musalman rate-payer. ‘They 
perhaps thought that Calcutta being on the Hooghly will not have to experience 
insufficiency of water-supply. They were quite mistaken. Calcutta is a large 
town, and there are many places within its limits which are not within easy 
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reach of the river. Most of the tanks and wells have been filled up, andthe new 
rules regarding water.supply are sure to press hard upon the rate-payers 
Under these rules, the Chairman will have the power to stop, at his own Sweet 
will, the water-supply of a whole block. This provision is a terrible threat to 
the poor residents. In the whole course of the world’s history no one eyor 
wrote such a dreadful thing. ‘There is one and only one instance of such 
a cruel act in the history of the world, and that is supplied by the history of 
the Musalman religion, from which we learn that that scoundrel, Yezid, who 
had rebelled against Mahomet and had aspired to his religious supremac 

cut off the water-supply of Hosain by guarding the banks of the Forath. If ‘b 
Calcutta Municipal Bill is passed into law, that terrible scene will now and then 
be re-enacted in the metropolis of British India. The memorial adopted at the 
Town Hall meeting has not yet been submitted to the Government, and it ig 
hoped that great stress will be laid in it on the three points mentioned above, 


It is a great regret that the British Indian Association did not take any 
art in the proceedings of the Town Hall meeting. It is alleged that Rai 
ajkumar Sarvadhikari Bahadur, Secretary to the Association, tried his best to 

dissuade Raja Binay Krishna from presiding at the meeting. Is this true? 
We could not at first prevail upon ourselves to believe that a man of the Rai 
Bahadur’s position could be influenced by such an ignoble motive and should 
try to frustrate the noble object of the entire native community. But we 


now see that the Amrita Bazar Patrika has confirmed the allegation. What 
a shame! 


The Hindoo Patriot has given a strange proof of its patriotism. The 
paper which, in the hands of Haris Chandra and Kristodas, did incalculable 
good to the country, has now become the greatest enemy of its country- 
men. In the opinion of the Patriot, the Town Hall meeting was a revolt 
against the European community. We fail to see the force of this argument. 
The élite of the town, excepting a few members of the British Indian 
Association, were present at the meeting, but the Hindoo Patriot says that the 
meeting was attended only by school-boys and Marwaris. We request our 


contemporary to call a counter-meeting and see how many people attend it. If. 


those who took a leading part in the Town Hall meeting, writes the Hindoo 
Patriot, had any sense of responsibility, they would not have tried to inflame 
the mind of the ignorant multitude against the Government, which is actuated 
by benevolent motives. In the opinion of the Pafriof, then, Sir Alexander 

ackenzie and Mr. Risley were actuated by benevolent motives when they 
provided that the body of a person dying after 8 o’clock in the evening should 
not be cremated or buried without the Chairman’s permission. They were 
certainly actuated by a benevolent motive when they proposed to deprive the 
representatives of the rate-payers of all their powers. The water-supply and 
the building regulations are no doubt all for the good of the rate-payers! 


27. The Hitavadi of the 9th September has the following with reference 
to the Bangavasi’s advocacy of the Calcutta Munici- 
The Bangavasi on the Calcutta al Bill, (vide Report on Native Papers for 10th 
Municipal Bill. p ) p Pp 
September 1898, paragraph 30) :— 

We cannot say whether the writer of the Bangavasi’s article on the Cal- 
cutta Municipal Bill has so long been living with his friends and relatives 10 
Calcutta like filthy vermin, but so far as our experience goes and so far as we 
have studied the manners of our friends and relations, the filthy practices 
spoken of in the Bangavasi do not exist in Calcutta. It is our impression that 
nowhere in Calcutta is a room built for the household god on the root of 8 
privy. The interest of the country will not be promoted, but will be injured 
if the Government makes it impossible for people to live in Calcutta. It 
passes our comprehension how the interests of Hinduism will be served by 
paying money to the railway company or by living in rented houses in the 
metropolis. All that we can say is that the rise of that country is far distant 


_ where such sycophants and worthless people as the writer in the Bangavass 


take to conducting newspapers. People are compelled to live in the metropolis 
for earning money. Think of Delhi and Murshidabad, and then think of 
Calcutta. The law which makes it impossible for poor people and people of 
small means to live in the metropolis is sure to stand in the way of their earning 
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money. And those who, knowing all this, support such a law are certain! 


enemies of their country, of their society, and of their religion. It is in this : 


fortunate and degenerate country alone that such men are born, 
- 28. The aniline paper thus comments on Lord George Hamilton’s defence of 
the sedition law :— 

We may run the risk of coming within the 
purview of the sedition law if we give the right 
reply to what Lord George Hamilton said in defence of the sedition law. 
Still, we shall say a word by way ofareply. The Secretary of State has not 
given a correct account of Indian journalism. It is not necessary to prove the 
worthlessness of what Lord George Hamilton said about the Indian news- 
papers, relying solely upon the misrepresentations of prejudiced and selfish 
Government officers. | 

The Secretary of State referred to the support which was given to the 
measure by the Central Muhammadan Association and the Muhammadan 
Literary Society. These two Associations will be ever remembered for the 
support they gave to the sedition law, and Lord George Hamilton’s reference 
to their support, as a proof of the absence of native opposition to the Bill, will 
make them famous in the country, For their names are not heard, except 
when they welcome or bid adieu to high officials or when they celebrate their 
anniversaries in order to please their European guests. Both the Societies are 
led by Government officials, Mr. Abdur Rahman being the leader of one and 
Nawab Amir Hossein of the other. 

29. The same paper has a cartoon on the Calcutta Municipal Bill. A 

fat European municipal prin yé stands stooping, 
yg artomn on the Calcutta placing the entire weight of his body on the back 

, of an emaciated and skeleton-like figure of “the 
poor rate-payer.” Charity, blindfolded and with a dish of delicious food 
labelled ‘‘ Municipal Bill” in her hand, is feeding the fat officer with its 
contents, while the poor rate-payer is praying in vain for a few crumbs of her 
mercy. Underneath the figure of Charity is written ‘‘ Charity is blind.” The 
cartoon is headed :—‘‘ The money is not his to whom it belongs, somebody else 
enjoys it all, which, in plain English, means ‘“ feasting at the cost of another,” 
The letter-press runs as follows :— 


Lord George Hamilton's defence 
of the sedition law. 
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Goddess Charity, blindfolded, 
Is freely distributing nectar, 
But the lean, thin rate-payer 
Always feels the pang of hunger. © 
He is so crushed down under the load of taxation 
That he is unable to walk or move. 
What good will be done to the poor 
By filling the stomach of the municipal employé with food ? 
In this town will come into force 
The policy of robbing Peter to pay Paul. 
From the blind you cannot know 
The difference between light and darkness. 


30. Acorrespondent thus comments in the Bangavass of the 19th September 
on the elective system in the Calcutta Municipality: — 

The elective system in the Calcutta Municipal- 
ity has made Calcutta too hot for people like us. 
At the last municipal election I voted for Babu Lal Bihari Mitra and not for 
Babu Narendra Nath Sen. I had a large number of votes at my disposal, and 
the agents of all the intending Commissioners used to come tomy house to 
canvas for votes. Narendra Babu was elected a Commissioner for our ward, 
and in him we have no doubt got an able and worthy representative, but 
I have practically lost my claim to his services. I cannot go to his house and 
make a request of him. I cannot have any work done by the General 
Committee through his help. As I did not give him votes, I naturally feel a 
ittle uneasy and ashamed to request him to do me any service, while the 
cutting words of those friends of his who canvassed for votes have made me 


give up the idea of personally seeing Narendra Babu and asking a favour of 


Elective system in the Calcutta 
Municipality. 


HITAVADI. | 


HIT AaVADI. 


BANGAVASI, 


Sept. 10th, 1898, 


SF: 
. * -icar saa 
oo ae , 
x + : . Pe se a ee 
4 — = ~ 
2 PEI NB ah ee Se SE RT OT Da . 
re pat ae : ” - . 


BaNGAVASI, 
Sept. 10th, 1898, 


SaNSODHINI. 
Sopt, 7th, 1898. 


{ = 3 


him. If I goto any other Commissioner he refers me to my ward Comm; 
sioner and y ol that it will not look well to do at which ought to be 
done by Narendra Babu. The doing of any such thing, he rightly says, may 
offend Narendra Babu and prove a discredit to him. But I have not the heart 
to go to Narendra Babu. Narendra Babu is, of course, not to blame in the 
matter. He is not expected to know that I am placed in this false position. 
But, all the same, I have to suffer and will continue to suffer great inconvenience. 
Is there no remedy for this evil? I do not know whether the elective system 
is in vogue in any other civilised country in the form in which it obtaing 
here. But I still feel ashamed when I think of the election scandals in this 
country. It does not matter whether any other portion of the Municipal Bill 
is altered or not, but let this elective system be altered. 


Let the elective system be abolished, or let election henceforward be b 
ballot. This will put an end to daladait, to all party squabbles. Sir John 
Woodburn will earn the gratitude of many Bengalis and Biharis if he can, after 
consultation with his able Secretary, Mr. Risley, find out a remedy for the evil 
complained of. That mean thing, begging for votes, has turned not a few 


against the elective system. It destroys one’s self-respect. A true Hindu 
should have nothing to do with it. 


31. The same paper has the following on the Town Hall meeting to 
protest against the Calcutta Municipal Bill:— 

The meeting was a largely-attended one. The 
college students, who are great sensation-mongers, 
were there and there were also a large number of Musalmans, Marwaris and 
Armenians. Satisfactory arrangements were not, however, made to keep order 
in the meeting. The speeches delivered on the occasion were not well got up. 
Very few speakers criticised the Bill section: by section. Babu Siva Nath 
Sastri alone criticised some of the provisions of the Bill. Bhai Pratap Chandra’s 
choice words and phrases tingled in our ears, but he said nothing about the 
real points at issue, There was a play of words, a good deal of sound, but 
nothing told to purpose. Mr. Chaudhuri’s speech was not worthy of a meeting 
of civilised people. If he differed from the British Indian Association he was 
at liberty to criticise their opinions and make use of slashing and incisive words 
for that purpose. But the speaker did not criticise the opinions of the British 
Indian Association; he indulged in abuse, pure and simple. We did not 
imagine before that there could be concealed behind such a handsome presence 
such stinking abuse. Asutosh is as good-looking as the god Asutosh (Siva), but 
on the day in question he proved himself Ni/kantha——his throat was, so to 
speak, blue with poison. The Chairman, Raja Binay Krishna, was the very 
incarnation of binay or bumility and he did not or could not call an insane 
speaker like Mr. Chaudhuri to order. But let that pass. For ourselves, we do 
not see the good of such public meetings. Nay, such noise and agitation are, 
in our opinion, likely to produce immense mischief. Considering the relation 
between the Government and the educated community in this country and the 
spirit of antipathy and rivalry existing among the educated people themselves, 
such public meetings only betray our ignorance, worthlessness and want of 
self-reliance. Ifthe passing of the Calcutta Municipal Bill make it difficult 
for you to live in Calcutta and if the Government fail to grant your imperti- 
nent demands, better leave Calcutta for good. If you cannot leave Calcutta, 
keep quiet. In our opinion, a true Hindu should not live in Calcutta. 


The Town Hall meeting against 
the Municipal Bill. 


V.—ProsPects oF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


32. ‘The Sansodhini of the 7th September has the following :— 

i i a a In giving an account of my travels in the 
_ eon8 — mufassal, I will describe only what I saw with my 

own eyes, leaving the reader to consider whether or not the facts disclosed 

prove the existence of distress in the Chittagong district. When I was return- 

ing, twenty-six ne twenty-one from Chambal, two from the Banskhali 

Bazar, two from Kumaria Chhara and one from Chandpur ghat, accompanied 


me to town in the hope of getting relief. This was the first time l had 
been to Chambal. I knew no one there and none of the residents of the 
place knew me. I repeatedly told the men who came with me that I was 
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not a Government servant, but they could on no account be dissuaded from 
their purpose. I fail to understand what, if not the pangs of starvation, 
led these men and women to leave their homes and their nearest and dearest. 
What a heart-rending sight was that! ae 

The following is an accurate account of the condition of one of the men 
who came with me:— — | . 

Dhananjay Karmakar—On arriving at Chambal Gajir ht, I went first to 
this man’s house. He is over sixty and a blacksmith by profession. His age 
prevents him from plying his calling, and having spent everything, he had now 
no alternative but to starve with bis family, which consisted of a wife, five 
children, the eldest of whom is a boy of twelve, and a widowed sister-in-law. 
The female members had not even sufficient clothing. I saw that it would be 
useless to give them a rupee or two. The whole family, however, expressed 
themselves willing to come with me, as there was no employment to be had 
in the village. I consented to bring with me only the old man and his eldest 
boy, and gave some clothing and money to the rest. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUS. 


33. The Basumati of the 8th September writes as follows:— 

Golap Ray Marwari has built a two-storeyed 
temple at the Kalighat bathing ghat with the 
sanction of the Municipality. In the first storey has been placed a Siva linga 
and in the second have been placed images of Radha and Krishna. Kalipra- 
sanna Kavyabisarad of the Hitavadi has not evidently taken this well. Not 
far from the new temple isa temple of the Sethis, and the new temple has 
marred the beauty of its situation. The Sethis, therefore, have not taken the 
building of the new temple well. We do not know what it is that has made 
Kaliprasanna take the side of the Sethis. His arguments in support of the 
Sethis are worthless. ‘The site on which the new temple has been built 
formerly used to be occupied by the smoking den of ‘‘Byom Kedar,” which 
used to be frequented by young men who smoked hard and rent tho skies 
with cheers for ‘‘ Byom Kedar,” who, intoxicated with ganja, proved a great 
obstacle in the way of women bathing at the ghat and changing their clothes 
there. In the place of this den of vice there now stands a temple, giving the 
bathers the opportunity of having a look at a god immediately after their bath. 
It passes one’s comprehension what harm the new temple has done to the 
public. 

Not long ago, the Hitavadi wrote that female modesty was in danger 
at the Kalighét temple. But the editor, Kavyabisharad, who enjoys the 
proceeds of the puja of a day and-a-half, did not try to put down the oppression 
by the pandas. And now he is trying to demolish the new temple, taking his 
stand on his right as a panda of the Kalighat temple. 

34. Ina recent speech, writes the Bangavasi of the 3rd September, Lord 
George Hamilton observed as follows with refer- 
ence to the Civil Service.—‘‘ The young gentlemen 

go out from this country to establish humanity 
and civilised order in a savage country.” It has been given to Lord George 
to say what he likes, but do so much ignorance and self-sufficiency become an 
official of Lord George Hamilton’s position? India is no doubt a conquered 
country, but that nation is still unborn which excels the Hindus in humanity 
and civilisation. 


The new temple at Kalighat. 


Lord George Hamilton’s attack 
on the Hindus, 


Assam PaprErs, 


35. The Paridarsak of the 30th August complains that one-anna stamps 

| are not always available in Maulvi Bazar, in Sylhet 
town, and people have, therefore, often to use four- 
anna stamps in lieu thereof. Who is responsible 
for this loss which the public are suffering ? 

386. The same paper was filled with high expectations for the future of the 
Sylhet Jail when, in consequence of its agitation, 
three non-official gentlemen were appointed as its 
Visitors. Unfortunately, however, the non-official 


Want of one-anna stamps in 
Maulvi Bazar, Sylhet. 


The non-official visitors of the 
Sylhet Jail. 
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Visitors have entirely failed in their duty, The writer recently made s0me 
suggestions regarding certain points in the jail administration, but they have 
not yet been carried out. The writer has heard that the Visitors come to 
the jail after notice given. It is not known whether there is any rule requiri 
Visitors to give such notice. If there is, it is useless to appoint Visitors. 
87. The same paper says that = Ahsan ee , an Pea mg of 
argana Ita, mauza Sris a, on being released 
J ee eee prods sn ee the Sylhet Jail on the 22nd Adega haat, com- 
plained that when he entered the jail, two years 
ago, he had clothes worth about four or five rupees, but he was sent out from 
jail with nothing but the rag he had on. The writer would like to know if a 
register is kept in the jail of the clothes in which prisoners go there. Ahsan 
Muhammad, it should be also observed, was given only four annas as his 
travelling expense. Will four annas be sufficient to carry the man home, see- 
ing that in this rainy season he will have to travel by boat all the way? The 
question of travelling allowance to released prisoners has been for a long time 
pressed upon the attention of the authorities, but without effect. On the 
morning of the 8rd September (1898), Shaikh Mahajam, an inhabitant of 
Lakshmipur, pargana Khalisa Betal, thana Dharampasha, on being released 
from jail was given six annas as travelling allowance, and one Abid Ulla of 
Inathnagar, pargana Khalisa Betal, was also given the same amount, whilst one 
Masad Ali of Mrijapur, pargana Indanagar, was given nothing. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
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